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Since the European settlement in Australia, the land we stand on today was deemed
‘terra nullias’ meaning no one's land. The Aboriginal people have been the inhabitants of

this land for thousands of years.

The Uluru Statement states:

“Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of
the Australian continent and its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own
laws and customs. This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture,
from the Creation, according to the common law from ‘time immemorial’, and

according to science more than 60,000 years “

Before 1770, Muslims engaged with the Aboriginal people of this land. They shared
resources, engaged in trade and had a respecitful relationship. It is a rich history and proud
moment for both the Aboriginal and Muslim community. We continue with this respectful
engagement and relationship. Therefore, the Australian National Imams Council (ANIC)
proudly endorses the Uluru statement on behalf of the past and the present Australian

Muslims.
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morris

https://researchers.mqg.edu.au/en/persons/shireen-morris - *
https://researchers.mg.edu.au/en/persons/shireen-morris - 8
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/why-zionism-is-an-unnatural-ally-of- - °
indigenous-sovereignty/ar-AA1aeVeM
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For more information on the Coptic Orthodox Church and community, see - 2°
Antonios Kaldas, This Great Mystery of Life: An Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox
Church, St Shenouda Press, Sydney, 2022. The bibliography therein provides many
.other sources

Iris Habib el Masri, The Story of the Copts: Book II, St Anthony’s Coptic - ?/
.Orthodox Monastery, Southern California, 1982, pp. 320-21

Islamic Museum of Australia, ‘Boundless Plains 10 Year Anniversary: Hanif Rind’ -28
.[video], YouTube, 23 June 2021
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