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Glimpses of Palestine 8 Part one!

Sydnkearsed Palestinian activist Kh,
travelled to the occwuipned Weiss IB®
first part of his account

The author (left) with Abdul Rahman Al-Maghribi, chair of the General Union of
Palestinian Historians and Archaeologists. Photo supplied

When | arrived in Ramallah City i
the campaign is against anyone tr
Pal estine.

Of ficial Australian warnings cons
Jordanian tourism agencies do not

l-https:// www. greenl ef tp alregptaiomhee ont ent / gl i mp s



https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/glimpses-palestine-part-one
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due to the difficult security con
against | srael

Even i nternet services are severe
the | sraeli government iIs seeking
from the outside worl d

. S

The author (right) with Dr Raed Al-Dabai, head of the political science department and
official spokesperson for An-Najah National University.

Control

The occupied West Bank is divided
army into three different zones:
control of the Palestinian secur.
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under the control of the | srael.i
whi chdes paint control

However, |l ast year in the occupi e
gates were built at the entrances
villages and towns, clamgi ig otmhe hre
and isolating them from the rest
There Iis no set time for opening

Waiting to pray at the mosque (video still). Footage supplied

Consequentl vy, Pal estinians turn t
Tel egram, to exchange information
chemxdki nts, to know how to get to

out how to return home.
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Often, this means taking a very |

destination, at higher cost.

But evenm tahlivvayissnpossi bl e, especi

occupatiomeanmmegl gelcil oses mi |
bl ocks roads.

One evening | saw hundreds of Palestinian ministry employees
trying to leave Ramallah City for their villages after work. They
sat in the streets and cafes of downtown Ramallah for hours
waiting for the roads to be reopened. One night, a road was
blocked until 11pm.

My experience dealing with Israeli occupation soldiers at
military checkpoints made me feel that the orders from the
officers were very strict, with no room for discussion or inquiry.
Soldiers were unwilling to provide me with even the simplest
information, such as when the checkpoint would open or which
alternative route was open.

Frankly, my Australian passport was no help in getting past the
closed military checkpoints. In fact, some soldiers told me | had
to leave the occupied West Bank and head to an Israeli city.

Dr Ramzi Odeh, head of the International Academic Campaign
Against Israeli Occupation and Apartheid, told me: fVaiting
long hours at checkpoints has caused a radical change in the
social concepts of the people of the West Bank.

I tary
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ANVe often see some cars decide to cancel their trip and
withdraw from the long queue of cars to return to where they
came from. Arhis may be due to many reasons, including going
to the bathroom, difficulty controlling children for long hours in a
confined space or the pressure of another engagement.o

|l n a shocking incident in Nabl us
was stopped at a military checkpo
Pal esti nifmsband®asn .

Turkish delight shop in the market (left) and alleyway leading to the Can@an glass
workshaop (right). Video stills. Footage supplied

| srael i occupation soldiers told
an | sraeli area, andDmyRa®hlbaiv,pa
head of the Political Science Dep
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spokesper sNoanj afho rNaAni on al Uni ver sit
Ramzi HaTlhe fColmoni zati on & Wal l R
Commi sdwene banned from entering
reasons.

When-DAbai told them he had an app
the priest, the sol dieu areogrohl
from enteringuiceckhbhelfr Monvieere, as
obstructing me Drom doing my job.

AiDabali r e gipso ntdheids: a new deci si on
within the oity of Nabl us?

The sol dier waved his weapon at u
around and open the road for <cars

In another incident, my friends we
to offer their condolences to a f
the Tul karm refugee camp incident

| srael i sol diers were setting up
the city, yoreemuti ngesaindents from
my friends tried to enter repeate
checkpoints, they were warned tha
they did not | eave the area i mmed
Activist I'ssam Harb tal armettrhaalt
measures are not always | ogi cal

security necessity and serve no p
Pal estinian society.



33

For examplepft®al pevopktewn used
area to spend the summer @&vani

simple outlet to relax. But

ar eas.

Cand@an glass factory owner (left) and some of his pieces. Video stills. Footage

t o
ngs

t he o
without giving any reason, and di

The occupati dwaat mpPadessnni ans t

able to relax 1 n their homel

and.

o
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Defi ance

The experience of Palestinians tr
revolving security gadetshdquaand)
ti mes more difficult than the mil

according to Osama Taha, chair of
Association in Ramallah. Taha t ol
made with coll eagues to paearhfiorim F
Mos que.

Inside the Cané@an glass workshop. Video stills. Footage supplied

About 100 pe
the | sraeld/|

sol dier at t
enough wor shi
gate with an

pl e were trying to ¢
ccupation forces at
e f{goa thea cska itdo tyoo urh ehno |
ppeoHs bbhwveedntbeedev
el ectronic button.
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People started | aughing nAhesde so
are your manners, okay, we wil/ p
not prevent us drom praying here.

Another group mocked fNaree shbdorda er |,
eat Turkish delight. Did you know
delight factoriee here for 500 ye

Taha was amonagt a ngsriosutpedt hon goi ng
mosqgque to pray. |l n the middle of
the door of the pNroaw ero uh alaln gmd ss

The glass furnaces stand cold (left) at the Can@an glass workshop. Playing the Oud
(right). Video stills. Footage supplied
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without beiodhg swasr ahedry provocat
the worshippers icogmaorninmgdhipmayi ng

On the other hand, | sraeli occupa
villagers along the aparthei d wal
residents of tikhe.hodtiseée hayefims a
they begin a barbaric search of t
a strong possibility of weapons o

Market (left) and the entrance to the Tougan Soap Factory (right). Video stills.

Il n my viblilnggeh,omis are subjected t

by | sraeld/ s® | fdwaenrdgaHlsseav e€mh,i nt hi s
not prevent villagers from challe
privacy. Many guests penly spend

0
Nd in residents, and this repeated
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sol diers toetwoontaeblexomedssyve use
against them.

This i s what the great activist A
Col oni zation & Wall Resi stance Co
said that Palestinian awareness d
occupation mandy, tanduthat any res
by the occupation must be broken
to be subjugated by the occupatio
|l ndeed, Pal estinians rebel with m
measures i mposed against them.

Economy crippled

However, this doesnd help traditional Palestinian industries,
which are suffering a severe recession. Tourism has ground to
a halt due to the war on Gaza, and the occupation government
IS placing significant obstacles to the export of Palestinian
products to international markets.

For example, when | visited the Tougan soap factory in
downtown Nablus city, they had not been able to make any
soap this year.

| was accompanied on the visit by Abdul Rahman Al-Maghribi,
chairperson of the General Union of Palestinian Historians and
Archaeologists. He told me the factory has been operating
continuously for more than 150 years, and is considered an
important part of Palestinian industrial history, as it was one of
the first to use diesel generators for industrial purposes.
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In another example, in the city of Hebron, Abu Wahid, the
manager of the Canaan Land Glass Factory, told me that he
had not lit the furnace since the outbreak of the war on Gaza,
as international orders had stopped.

Due to the Israeli government® restrictive measures on
exports, and the tourism sector having come to a standstill,
these products need foreign markets 8 becoming more of a
souvenir than a household item for everyday use.
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Glimpses of Palestine Part 2: Boycotts and bitter
oranges?

Khaled (right) hosted by Abdul Hamid Al-Askar in Muscat, Oman.

My sister Aisha, who lives in the Jordanian capital, Amman,
remembers all the products being boycotted in solidarity with
the Palestinian resistance.

She told me: iWe are not boycotting entire countries, but rather
companies that sell their products in the Israeli market, even if
they are Arab products.

2.https:// www. greenl ef tp alreggptaidbes pon-aetis / gl i mp s
bi torearnges
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https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/glimpses-palestine-part-2-boycotts-and-bitter-oranges

40

Arhere are difficulties in this campaign. At first, young children
were accustomed to the products of these companies, but
children now have enough awareness to understand that these
products are stained with the blood of innocent Palestinian
children.

rHowever, sometimes we are forced to buy some of the
boycotted products due to the high prices of alternative
products, and this is something we do because of our difficult
economic circumstances.o

Even more complicated is that some of these boycotted
companies are sending aid to children in Gaza, even though
they sell many of their products in Israeli markets. They claim
neutrality and dond interfere in politics, but the truth is that they
are participating in the genocide of Palestinians.

They must join other companies in pressuring the Israeli
government to halt its genocide of Palestinians and grant
Palestinians their rights.

Social activist May Al-Sarafandy from Al-Bireh city believes that
boycotting Israeli products is very difficult for Palestinians living
under occupation. The available options are few, prices are
high and trying to revive the Palestinian economy is extremely
difficult.

For example, farmers grow avocados to make a profit, but
before they even harvest the fruit, the occupation floods the
market with avocados at a quarter of the cost price, causing a
new economic disaster for them.
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On the other hand, activist Ahmed Harb, from the village of
Sakaka, believes that the entry of Jordanian companies into the
Palestinian market has contributed significantly to creating new
alternatives for Palestinian citizens at reasonable prices. He
also believes that opening the local market to Jordanian
products will greatly aid in achieving economic independence
from the occupiers.

Children are now choosing alternatives to boycotted products. Photos: Khaled

Nhannam

However, this is not an easy task; it requires concerted efforts
between companies and greater facilitation of the entry of
goods into the Palestinian market.
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Layers of history

I am a museum | over and visited t
Amman wistihs@&nmneframi | y. |l nside this s
Mus eum, which contains a wide ran
coll ected from Jordan and Pal est.
At the Tales (Hakaya) Museum. Photo: Khaled Ghannam

Some are very recent, such as the
on Airport Road in Amman, whil e o
finds, such as the Mesha Stele of
the Louvre in Paris). Many ot her
vari ous historical periods i ncl ud:eé
wom&n or nament s, a collection of ¢

Canaanite deiti es, amul ets and an
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We also visited the Tales (Hakaya
uni que heritage museum that house
household items and stunning phot
nei ghbour hood, as well as photogr
Jordamevel opment

A\

4

\ =4

The author standing in front of Ramallah& Lions Roundabout. Photo supplied

Il n this museum is conclusive evid
the entire Levant (Jordan, Pal est
heritage, and there iIis no doubt t
single entity.

When | arrived i n Ramabhah city,

Roundabout. Bt siyambRd maltlhaeh most r e

| andmar k, and a symbol of coexi st
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than half the popul ati on
Pal estine, but has moved
gover nmeinMatoa sact or

ori gi
Ramal

ﬁ—
o w

Accompanied by -SacbédbhndgtiamndsheAl
my friendKAbBmetd, Al wandered aroun
AifTahta area, among the ol d houses
during the British Mandate of Pal ¢

Bitter orange tree in Al-Bireh. Photo: Khaled Ghannam

They are spsatcdaroushouswos with fron:
gardens, separated by narrow stre
spaces. Among these houses are ma
decades ago by their mevn@mist,edvho
St at es.
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Whil e we were wander i-Bigr @amoulinds aw
many bitter orange trees, with fr

Chri stmas tree.

Ll

)

The Place and People Museum in Muscat, Oman. Photo supplied

When | asked why no -Sarafiancytnepm
Most of the trees planted-in the
Bireh are fruit trees, and this i
see It and not others. No one pic

coked with sugar.

Bitter orange jam is one of the n
But no one wants to taste the Dbit
of our daily | ivwes under occupat.
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Il n similar scenes in the village
amonde ruins of ancient houses. &
houses have very old foundations
century BC.

| saw iIits summer mosque, an anci e
prayers were held in the open air
wi nt er monsgqg weackatmore than five cCe
al so an active movement to restor
Pal estine through various governm
i nitiatives.

People and pl ace
Arti st AbdAdk dHramial Al me t hat the

ol dukes in the Omani city of Musc
| mportance in |ight of the commun
that connect 1t to the place.

Therefore, weef$todathath ohethe ol
only for tourism purposest,anduti easl
consider it an important part of
gatherings in the fams!| Pahame. Ev
remained close to the old town, a

which strengthened the relationsh
t h ea cpel.
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Bothour Association for Development and Culture. Photo: Khaled Ghannam

We see this scene again and again
visited the Seeds (Bothour) Assoc
Culture wit-bhaWwai RakRamAil HaBbhkand

The association was established I
NablAuss Samra Jewi sh community. The
has become a cul tur al centre for

fil ms.
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Downtown Nablus and the Al Khan market. Photo: Khaled Ghannam

The same is true of the Khan
where we found out that the
foundations of the old mar ket s,
di stinguish between the olshopasrts
are designed in the Mamluk styl e,
their mashrabiyas [windows covere
carved shutters for cooling]

mi xing the history of Ottoman,
architect wmrrga iof tNmd | hue |, t he

The centre of Bethlehem city,
stil | mai ntains iIts ancient
Umayyad I sl amic architecture.

Mar k
moder

city

Roman
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the square of thd vGhwr,cH dfeltheanN
sweeping through me.

There, th& amxivetr ygesubsd dhewsmamidt y
I's revealed. I n the cavelesfust he C
Christ, peace be upon him, was bo
Bet hl ehem shone, announcing that
uni ver se.

The author at the Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem city. Photo supplied

As | wandered through the market

antiques seller called Meme®ver an
| ndsei .
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| declined his invitation, apolog

Mod believe thel |deaelve,t over doins
handmade products made by far mers
vill ages, come insiode and see for

| apol ogi sed agai m,i satnedn hteo snaei dwetl
Christ wild@ not be pleased i f you
we are the people of Bethl ehem, a
you ctanmiosit the stone and negl ecHf
Il njustioce to us.

:\:’(

h.g‘ ?’

e

A8

Omar Mosque (left) and the Al Aqsa Mosque (right). Photos supplied

ssed t

I hastened my steps and ¢
t Umayy

Mosque, where | enjoyed
prayed quietly.

ro
h e
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Il n e
ma y
keys
t he

very city viCall
God be pleased
to a city and
protection of
the Pact of Omar
the church, but
Musl i ms would not

e(

Thi s
Omar i
beau
and |

I s what most
mosque OpPpPoOS
I f oul | mage of
sl am.

~—

dent I n
Sepul c

This i1 s evi
of the Holy
those of all
touch the Holy Sep
Christian prayers.

metres
si te

undr ed
ab, t he

Two h
Khat't
wher e
Jerusal em. The mos
Umayyad Caliphate

rat her

Chri st

wher e
OmakKrh aitbtnabalper f or med

i @dh, by OKllhe i Hins la
with him, when
grant security
the I sl amic sta
Tred aitsye do ft oU mpa ra)y
prayed in

turn churches |

Pal e
I t e
pea

stinian c¢cit
ant hecmeasat
cef ul coexi

the Ol d City o
hre teems with
anpee momit edt i

ul chre and r ece

t he Mo
Pact
thenf it
bui lt 4

away 1|1 S
t he
que was
dynasty.
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Gl i mpses of PalCedfieme aPa¥ mednori es

'In the company of coffee, ideas emerge and hearts expand to hear different
viewpoints.' Photo: Ahmed/Pexels

Coffee i s a constant companion fo
the most common beverage served i
whet her at home, in offices, 1 n <c
Il n the company of coff eex,paindde aso e
hear different viewpoints.

At the I nshirah -TahHt®a,i nt Rea madn\vaér
are | oud but not heated. They di s
news, and | sraeld/| mi |l i tary checkp
rel eased prisonemesntsesansd amte st

S-https:// www. greenl ef tp alregptaiBrteas o-he-ent / gl i mp s
memori es
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sips of coffe8ambaf aode, Mrr &
r dAthiaann TAl channel, told me th
tinian peopl &€« eswamplornthathed hree
options but to accept force
e watching Al Jazeera TV cha
I n ministries. We are a peop
orvy, no matter hopve swatlHi,n tuhsa.
me , I have established a new
cilitate the work of any medi a
happening in Palestine. Yes, I
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d cover what i1 s happening in Pa

— = -

- 0O ® O I — @ O
+ 5T O O



54

As for the aKhawapa, SasahsAbhnt to
the The Colonization & Wal/l Resi s
over a cup of coffee in a Ramall a
tal ked abosnhetsbBeosetheusituati on
detainees iIin | sraeld.@ prisons. He
happening inside prisons is indes
torture in forms different from w
He rejected the biedewae eonf paon ialilciadn
and capitalists in formulating go
Pal estinian financiers are too we
deci si ons. However, he believes t
reason for the weiakin®rs sl @eddaermsehiP@
branches Fatah and Hamas.

We tal ked about the history of ou
encour aged nkKehawajva sHatl aAde after |
by the Riwaq Foundati on. He tol d
hi st draindanlar k, founded iKnhalwsa3jla, by
and that 1t contains valuable art
Mayor, -KmawaAfl.

old him I would try to visit i
Awad Mosque and the @wiwddaai steeg ki
as the Christ's thorn jujube) 1in

NasseDi mlIAmireh neighbourhood, is
to me, as they are historically t
vill add nof whii ch was onehafrshe vi

since the Ayyubid rule over Pales
Nazir (Mayor) of the Amireh cl an.
the villages of the throne that p
army by order of the Sultan.
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e Khawaja chahyctmet hecei |l | age
ecifically after the Battle of
| l ages that had | ost from the Y
e rule of the victors from the
e book Palestink8535mm8 82 .anStf wnd imag
ci al , Economic and Political De
il entali st Al exander Sch®©°l ch.

the home of Engineer Samir Hai
e Chairmain of t he Pal estinian

mal | ah Gowagr mereat éOs afna Taha, th
nversation surrounding the cup
uni on work in building democra
nfirmed that many cases of fina
rruption had been discdwered, a
ntributed to strengthening the
| estinian Engineers, which wil/
for the cup of coffee with Ada
te Mohammed Bader, It was most |
ter mmcl e. Adam told me that he
mpany in the artificial i ntel ||
a | arge market and a promising
hers |i ke it in Palestine. He t
tobipygelapdtronically with the h
at GPT. | told him that this 1is
rward to reading your novel, Ha
remember the | ate Mohammed Bade
e most competsesninenfge Ministry
mmuni cati ons. | attended a numb



il neering conferences with him,
roduc tgieonne roaft ifoinf tnhobi | e phone ¢
|l ed for the 111 egal Zainckn itsot s e
p stealing Palestinian radio b
ryupting communications service

I remember what he once said whil
engineers at the Continent al Hot e
stay i n constant Baoktagbui musthech¥
mobile devices: the first has a |
tel ecommunications company, the s
Jordanian telecommunications comp
| ine for a | sraeli telecommunicat

ch he raised, still have no re

Rawhi Al Thalji, we drank th
i rah Caf® in the company of R
our university days and the sweet
prime of ryeemdrmherWwed our stolen | o
sorrows. Our | aughter came out br
fact that we had met again after

We mi ssed friends we used to meet

Muhamma-Ai dy,j who wlenYartmowk sRal st
Refugees Camp in the Syrian capit
expelled from it thi ty years ago

;
of hi mself and his friends amidst

Camp.

Others traveled to tphe tAr anke eRe g b
families who had just escaped the
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them with joy and weeping, and th
compl ain except to God. We were r
wi f e, Dr Eeemmeo ,Hakhndn | ssam, as s he
t het i mate encounter she had with
escaped the Gaza war.

Over a cup
boredom t h
movement,

friends at

of coffee at home, | ss
at young people experie
especially aftteirngvor k,
their homes, and that

| jokingly told him that whenever
AlKhati b, who works at the Ministr
friends, they i mmedi atel gbasgk hi m
sal ari es. |t seems that del ayed s
Pal estine to a standstil/l

| ssam Harb told me: Yes, especial
government suspended work permits
il nside | srael. Governmest ismapanrt &
source of i ncome for Palestinian
Pal estinians who | ack the ability
affairs and have failed to adapt
accumul ating debt. They 8ar 8al alde
before eating it or eadtlceieen Bea

il gnorance has surpassed reasonabl

As for the museum Vvisit, I began
Dar wish Museum in the Masyoun ar e
contains the magi evadrnloshcreend Poal e st |
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poet, whose poetry has been publ i
transl ated into many | anguages.

The museum houses awards and meda

Mahmoud Darwi sh throughout his 1o
handwri tten vpaoreinest yanodf ahi s per son:
i ncluding his favourite desk, pen
many ot her personal i tems. The mu
Bi rwaPark, which& cgmawawe nsadDawavli Is h
from all the Palestitnhanl¥48 | Mglels

and a |l ecture hall



Gl i mpses of Paléeosotdi nes Reasrptecd al |y
the company of friends

A display of household items in the People and Place museum in Muscat. Photo:
Khaled Ghannam

The | nasMshAlowsraah on (Family- Revi v
Bireh city is a comprehensive her
embroidered traditional dresses,
and agricultural tools, in addit:

form of an ol a&.t Add bfom&leskeower e

the associati onBbyehesitdgnasdoheA
villages, and are preserved scien
The museum is open to visitors al

trips are organised toofvitshda mdi.n

4-https:/ / www. greenl eftpadbegp amicc@edpent Adgll ymp s
del i cioompsaEmryr ends
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references for the garmBntehof th
region. The association also incl
Rawand Badra. We met with her and
promised to help me with my futur

AINawr aj restalleant nitame home i n Bi
one of the most distinguished pro
homes. | t belongs to the Nasser f

foundati ons date back to the Cana

Umm Al aa, wi fe of minisamed Walid
transformed it into a restaurant
furniture, household i tems and em
various regions of Palestine, and

refugee camps outside of Palestin

Ramzi Har b and Barkpamhbed Bmakromca

the new buiNlagiamg Naft i Am al Uni ver si
RaedD#&bai was our guide on a tour
di fferent sections, especially th
most I mportant musesudumanel visited
The museum was built i n a distinc

l ncluded three main sections.

rst showcashas] atheNatiisdamaly W

The fi
il ts contribution to the devel

and

Attached to the fimsof skct s®omol &
and equipment used during the Br.i
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i n Madaba, Jordan, ot ethe
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y and the openness of the
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The third section contains a coll

finds discovered in the Nablus ar
agricultural tools, pottery and c
Food cul ture

As for popul ar food,intthe o®eempean
friends. I had a -Ep&oiRabthueakt as
Bireh city wit h-Knnyatfirbi eanndd Anki nse dw i Af
Sarafandy. The breakfast included
t he Ramal iBah eahn car Ala, Niass swri & vini  oH wln
fashioned flour, fava beans and f

Compared to a fal af @&lhame dvtaa kred n't
Ramalagl afhal afel fingers are | ess seé
content, but a higher propodtion
fal afiedpiisr cand has more oil



As f-daj ARestaurant i n the Ol d Cit
i s salty, rich in parsley and has
seasoned with a -Ayetdl Reboaupapper
Jerusalem i s renowndcedwiftor anisorfsal
Ssumac.

We add to this the popular regi on
Manaki sh Bakerayr ean dfheRa&8mdloluah. |
di stinguished by the fact that th
manaki sh, meaning that ithes | ike
manakish is between two fires, ab
on both sides.

|l t is a Ramallah tradition to buy
give It to a restaurant to gril/|

traditional way ofd eand ndgel iwditcu o
appetisers.

AhmedKMdti b i nsisted that we try |

Ghawar Restaurant ; he i nsists tha
pasta in Ramallah city are a thou
counterparts in Sydney, Australi a
Il n fabéestt meal I have ever had wa
Mazen Restaurant, where engineer
Pal estinian Engineering Associ at.|
i nvited us and insisted that | ea
ot hers ate zmaarnbs,afmandi or

As f or t he a
del i ci ous, b
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and | was wunabl e toKhalsitdlema fyhae Nam

semolina cake with cream and coun
As f or masnsaafpopul ar meal I n Pal e:
Najah University-DawherenDrtBRdedsA
mansaf | aban (fresh yoghurt) 1 n t
Two days | aKbawabal anhdARamzi Har b
eat khal il mamasra fQaafti sAbbau e st aur al
| earned about the fteet dish, whi
soaked in mansaf yoghurt.

| must not forget the Iittle girl
mansaf with her hands without a s
| s ai ttirocanda | met hod, but It I S unh
As for sweet s, Nabl us kunafa i1 s a
desserts |ist. -WMyatfirh eindv Atheneéd d ma |
kunafa I n -Rambalah Al kunafa ki osk
was fresh andevdeenl itchioaugsh we ate it
street .

Dr Ra®dbAl l nvited us to have kun
pi stachi os, i n the traditional N a
clinic of our sick friend, engi ne
us some KAlmafawWich i s one of the
kunafas in Palestine today.

As for Jerusal em, I had kunafa at

Jerus@|l awmt henticity. | al se had f
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Amud Market. As for the fenugreek
homand the best one is th® one my
crunchy and has a very strong fen

Generosity and hospitality

Homeooked food in Palestine is ce
fl avours, genuine gener-8arayaadyg
trtemed us to a fried fish dish tha
special spices and distinctive ta
a traditional dinner consisting o
vegetables, and the flavour was w
Certainly, thle tmoisngsvolndatrd uwer e
di shes my mot her cooked for me. S
favourite Palestinian dishes: mu s

maql uba and mansaf .

Meanwhi | e, my sister Aisha cooked
Asi an and Westause dshsdemevdrcwant
tired of traditi onal f ood, and sh

Pal estinian women to ot her cul tur

My mot her insisted on feeding me
was February, winter. Pal estinian
akoub (Gundelia or tumble thistl e
(Arum pale@tumuimfCyckamen persi culrm
(Rumex pictus), humeedh (Rumex ve
( Malva) and houweera (Tephrosi a),
roasted fregpragresmweechi plot at oes,
sahl ab.
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My
f o
p e
W a
I n
w e

Ra
Pa
an
ar

s h
t h
ar

mot hell ismatde change has made u
ods at an unusual ti me. | even
ar, figs and watermelon in Febr
ve came to thkhe ededihenstireexpet o
snow and we would play 1 n the
re children. However, tbe snow

sister Aisha took me to the Aj
mai ning snow, but it ht@odl dheimé¢ ed
e ground was still thirsty and
played in the snow with my nie

ttl ements, war and peacef ul coe

y -SAalr af andyPPt okdnme Gundel i a or t
d ot her iwi lad vpelrayntbsi g adventur e,
ow i n the open areas near Zioni

my camps, and we hear every day
| estinians because they a@®@proac

mz i E s s &@lnh ea drdesa: | damgmrt-caeaimgaed f
stor al Farm Settlements. A Zion
d grazes them on Palestinian | a
my comes and surrounds the area
om entering until the Zg ohiisst s
eep. Some of these | ands are pl
e occupation army all ows the Zi
bi toraril vy.

ring a visit®ithg mwe wialWl aogiee, oNi t
stor al settl emaéntno,n se ten etdh aung la
peacef ul coexistence between P



the industrial zone in the Muhall
performing maintenance work in Pa
of the workshops even put up adve

On the main street oiinns,i dnee tfhien dv imeé
| arge shops that exceed the needs

Pal estinian surroundings. The rea
activity is tikatn tihse |wiclaltaegle onf tM
cdse to the city of Ramla inside
and | sraelis come to shadp n.n Tthhies
commercial activity expanded dur.i
the economic recession in |Israel

During my meetingofwithethal enetmbree

Li berati on & r@oammistatteeonf or | nter a-
Society, the members explained to
| srael i groups that believe i n th

peopl e, particularlyl eheinightsta

They explained that the work of t

great success i n prewiongs | years |
government had fought the idea an
prevent i1t from achieving its goa
waats to take everything for free,
front, as it seeks to keep the Pa
on the | sraeld/@ economy.

Despite all this, there remains a
commi ttee to wor k, but it hepev@aat

Gaza began, at which point i1t | ar
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However, thgowveramme mioal organi sat
still working on the concept of <c
Pal estinians and I sraelis, and th
peace andteoeeg.

I met with activist Mohammed Asi d
project in the occupied West Bank
| mportance of treating the wounde
the framewoRP&l e@edt ilsiraarelcooperati o

contout e to building trust and enh
peace. | t would also transfer exp
particularly within medical staff
from an Australian grant to devel

Pal ead i@ommuni ty.
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Gl i mpses of Palestine Barius@l em (

The author (left) with Ibrahim Manasrah Al-Naimi in Jerusalem. Photo supplied.

When | vi si t&e dc onuys imno,t hlenmm Hussam |
Abdul Jabbar, iéni mothagviat bbhgeeoheN
return from Umrah, and to eat fen
drink Zamzam water, | -Atqoslad Moesrqg ule

the foll owing day.

Her eyes welled upMHawd| sikt& yss yiod

| sai divobao hvaivsei t ed t he Sacred Hou:
Mecc a. |l t i s much nAfogrsea iMopsogrutea. n t

S-https:// www. greenl ef tp aolregoptaififf es-j@énrt e sfdil/reahi mp s



https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/glimpses-palestine-part-5-lost-jerusalem-final
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She said that Mecca iIis easy if vyo
AlAgsa Mosque requires a visitor p
approved by the occupae ipenr mirtmyaf |
another without getting any appro

Iw e heard similar things from f ami

di fficulty West Bank residents f a
Jerusalem for a single day. Some
pemit for three years @Gnsgidwckyst.i
youe going to wisit Jerusal em.

Their words made me realise how m
the unifying spirit of the Palest

When | asked my friend Abfi Hagegan
permit to visit iAdJelrouvsea ltehne, Jheer ussaail
I | ove c¢climbing to the top step a
of the Ol d City. I used to do it

was one of the sol di eArgss aw hMo sweuree
during the Ottoman er a.

A used to | ove sitting on the ste
( Damascus Gate), sipping a cup of
cigarette, |listening to what ordi
could hear |l ive fron usheGatoormsdvep
about the Dbirth of new babies, th

n e ws .
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The easy crossing from the Qal and
Old City of Jerusalem was only po
passport, without whi cdablwe twoul ada
Jerusalem. Along the way, we saw
ancient houses and narrow streets
settl ements gn®Bwoungshkhtrtée city

When we arrived at the bus stop n
Jerusal em Cakeg vomi Iteh esistttep sakopp o s

Al Quds (Jerusalem bagel) with a
watched history unfold, as passer
exchange deal, others about a wed

tal ked abpauwets saurleooveny sgemr om RuUuS S

Jerus@ | manwr ket s are crowded with p
few people inside the shops, as i
rather than to shop there. The re
very high in Jerusal eenst idmieamn o t h
businesses imposed by the | sraeld]
Jerusalem activist Dr Kifah Radai
i n the Admnbdeamuaxci pad cpuepdr ay t
maj or disaster for Jerusalem resi
Agabaldaber, Qalandia and other ar
their Jerusalem identity cards, w
residents of the West Bank.

Jerusal em

| D card hol ders are per
and enter th

e city at any ti me.
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Whil e wahdewghgt he markets of OIld
nei ghbour hoods are filled with th
i nterspersed with the ubiquitous
voices of the vendors: fresh pome
todmypi cked vegetabl es.

Meahants also invite passersby to

the newly arr ed merchandi se. |

Y
of the keffiyeh shopde wihaasf fsieyé h 1.9
shop owner told me that many Syr.i
| sraekdat mairnce the fall of the fo
are now open. The rest of the goo
mar ket , which I mports them from C

| was struck by the many pl aces |
Tunshugqg Pal ac&yl tdore Hasre&ti, t he K
the African Community Quarter and
rphanage.

| al so visited many shops that se
made of glass and olive wood.

Di verse history

An Australian archabatoghsestehadet
| T censed to sell ancient antiquit
the Ol d City of occupied Jerusal e
confirmed this.

he shopkeeper about cyl i
te seale.andhesre BAdeEeMittwo
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mer C
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at
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nt
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For
desc

pray

hants with no significant his
g the many pieces of evidence

salem was a mixed city inhabi
significance of sellnidng t hese
aeol ogical finds goes far ©bey
| bited trade. Rat her , It repr
i ficant portion of the eviden
t diversity among the tribes

hehandherShei kh Ay-BBanagoMdsqgse
h i s | ocated bel ow ©OGaet eMaogrh ar
cco Gate), one of thAegqmast i m
ue: This r-Bwmrgaq sRinmgdg, thhet Ad at
q ' I s h e eBAdartaeqd Waelllo,w whi c h
I I'ing Wall

that this mosque cont a
rs have been perfor med
e Maghari bah Gate Mosqu

as.

e Ii's another-Sghta ¢(&€hbhed Babe
n this name because the adjac
i nuous series of houses buil't

st of which dates back to the
me, the Dome of-i hbBrpg ,ROoOeckp @ csi a
ending the steps | eading to t

i ng there. | felt | i ke my sou
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di
WO

At
r o
|t
Do
ar
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I

Ch
p h
w e
I

di
Mo
an

T h
Sa
S i

d not want to | eave. The worKker
rshippers to | eave to make room

the top, there is another | ine
ck that wanted to ascend to the
to remain in place. Then we to
me of the Rock mosque, which <co
tisdorcatdi ons, especially those
uits mentioned in the Quran.

Il s a custom in Jerusalem for t
milies to attend their | sl amic
me of the Rock. I welt aesasteidon sv,0
ey all owed me to take pictures.
own as the Eaqd in the Quran.

al so witnessed a Qhbtd b&Mesgmeny
apel-muwal lai Bl ). The groom ref u:
otographediMeutarteolfd omme:t he Hebr o

are very conservative by tradi
got engaged three years ago, an
@ nwant a dowry or gol d,-Agsta r at
sque for usl aed. obrképm submitt
d thank God, Ilofinally got marrtr

e gBoobml k reminded me of the ta
me® hmot her, who has been i mpris
nce 2002. He asked me t& dwmipnk

sd hat the bad | uck would be |1 fte

Sa

me@® hcaptivity. Six grooms had d
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The help of strangers

When | | eft the Old City of Jerus
and crossed the railway | ine that
Jerusal em. I | ooked at East Jerus
Pal estinian it is, with its peopl
Then went to the bus station an

I
Ramall ah City. Thi€®odei amargos$ aigd ttoo
Ramal | aOBoCi t ygdtheormuandrove for &
turned towards Shuafat Camp and s
dr i Wireen are we goingoto Ramall ah

He sai ditThermeare buses coming fro
street, hurry anaea wait for themt

I s@aiodi: loi ems .t

He sai diHuor mebefore ymu miss the

| went quickly but did not find a
aimlessly in Shuafat camp.

Ramzi Harb called me and asked me
him | was i n ShuébBfeatc,arleef suslaisdlat o
dangerous area. There are drug de

act cal mlay taenldl daomyone ot hat you al

| actwually saw a | ot of strange t
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There was no traffic | aw or order
wanted to crQ@asstiwerstpgeeng i n al
you @i Bnow which way the street w

armed chil dr en,

here were yo g

e and nothing c¢omf
C

t

u
faces everywhe
many areas and
to organise in

amps thatnetgHe cdcc
he occupied East

I me t a man named Muha+#rmand TBavshar
He told me t hat he wanted to acco
means of transportation to get us

After waiting f droumqgr é et I$@oindd d lof n
|

on,&l gb ®omatlme juncti on.,

We got on the bus to the junction
road, which i s a wide, fast highw
started to flag down passing cars

Af ter anotrh,era hcadrf shtooupped with t\

I n 1t so we asked him i f he was
saifdome on i n.
AS soon as we sat down, Muhammad

pay my farel wantoltdo hmany your f ar
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The driveriksapdyour mnmionwagynt lda dioar
going to Ramablll ahhe lcp tpye capnlde das mu

We thanked him for his efforts 1in
Meanwhil e, many friends call ed me
where | was tod dt tihsemt rtihpp.t Il was r
vill age of Jaba with myNdirmie,ndwh d

reassured them and promised them
Ramal |[-aahhtAd wi t hin half an hour.

He sai d t o moeur) ofkriinggndys | ove you
to O . You should have returned fron
station i n Jerusalem and taken th

Then he sé@odh tnoa knee :me regr et t hat
wi t ho me .

tolMly hi mi ends wi | | not bohlbee v
ou wi || accept miHei mwiotl aotgii ssre dt, 0 s
f there were no urgent matter th
hop, | would have come with you
eta er .

When we | eft P
wai t at the si
the border bri
contempl ate th
artillery of t
movement whil e
ar my.

| esti ne fAors hlhort dan
e of the Battle of
ge, King Hussein B
magni ficence of t
e Arab Army plante
they were confront

a
t

d
e
h
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I felt how we I n Palestine are se
dignity. One blood runs in the ve
| i berati on of Pal estine iIis the <ca

Or, as hmy hammat | eader, Mohammad Sh
of the Fatah Centr al Commi ttee an
Pal estinian National Authority, t
the great Arab | eAtdeeSBabtami Py sih
their digniayunanedwAthAbuposition
achieve any real owictory for Pale

Or, as Sul tAam aBahshha neslel f decl ar ec
192®: Syrian Arabs, remember your
your martyrs, and your tnhatonheé h
hand of God is with the group, an
from the will of God, and that th
be harmed by the hand of oppressi

Mfhe col onists have plundered our

benefi tcsowrt rou,r erected har mf ul b
one homel and, divided us iIinto peo
prevented us from freedom of reld]
and freedom of trade and travel e
regi ons.

AMfo armatroltps! To arms, & o achi ev
aspirations. To ar ms, I n support

and the freedom of the nation. To

stolen your rights, enslaved your
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covenants, f aiflffedcitad Ipogmanirses, an
national a@aspirations.
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